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WICHITA FALLS ISD  

DUAL  CREDIT 
GUIDEBOOK 2019-2020 

 

DEFINITION 
Dual credit courses are college classes taught by college 
professors for college credit… but you get high school 
credit, too!  Grades in these courses count on both your 
high school AND college transcripts. 

 

REQUIREMENTS 
Students wishing to enroll in a dual credit class must: 

 Be classified as a junior or senior (in 11th or 12th 
grade). 

 Be approved by the College & Career Advisor. 

 Have passed all EOC tests. 

 Meet with the College & Career Advisor to apply 
to the college or university. 

 Satisfy requirements for admission to Vernon 
College and/or Midwestern State University. 

 Satisfy the Texas Success Initiative (TSI) 
requirements. 
 Before taking College Algebra, students must 

be TSI clear in math.  (See below.) 
 Before taking any other dual credit college 

course, students must be TSI clear in English 
(or Reading and Writing).  (See below.) 

 Before taking a science course for dual 
credit, students must be clear in all three 
areas. 

 

TEXAS SUCCESS INITIATIVE (TSI) 
The Texas Success Initiative is a state law designed 
to ensure that each student taking college level 
academic coursework is “college ready.”  According 
to the law, students can demonstrate “college 
readiness” by meeting one of the criteria in the table 
below.  

 Math All other courses 

SAT SAT Math  530 SAT EBRW  480 

ACT Composite  23 

…and Math  19 

Composite  23 

…and English  19 

TSI TSI Math  350 TSI Reading  351 

TSI Writing  340 

Essay  4 

   

TSI TESTING 
Students can sign up for TSI Testing through the 
campus College & Career Advisors.  Each test typically 
takes a couple of hours, and must be taken on a 
computer. 
 
Test Topics: 

  Math – Elementary and intermediate algebra, 
functions; geometry and measurement; data analysis, 
statistics, and probability 

  Reading – Literary analysis, main idea and supporting 
detail, inferences in a text or texts, author’s use of 
language 

  Writing – Essay revision, agreement, sentence 
structure, sentence logic 
 
For a set of sample questions, access: 
https://goo.gl/aF3yT7  

 

COLLEGE CREDIT 
Credits earned through Vernon College or Midwestern 
State will transfer to any other Texas public college or 
university. Public institutions of higher education in 
Texas are required, by state law, to accept college-level 
courses in transfer from another state public college as 
credit for either a core course or an elective.  
 
However, private and out-of-state colleges do not have 
to follow these rules.  Each has different policies for 
accepting credit from a public Texas institution.   
 
Do you have questions about how a specific private/ 
out-of-state college accepts dual credit hours? 
The best thing to do is contact the registrar or 
admissions office of the intended university.  Then ask 
how the school accepts credits earned through Vernon 
College and/or MSU Texas. Also, information about 
transfer credits can often be found on the university’s 
website. 
 
Generally, most post-secondary educational institutions 
require a grade of “C” or better to accept credit in 
transfer.  Many colleges and universities will not admit a 
student with a college course GPA that is less than 2.0. 

Updated 4/1/2019 

  

  

https://goo.gl/aF3yT7
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GRADES AND GPA 
The grade a student receives for a dual credit course is 
reflected on the college transcript and the high school 
transcript, as well.  In other words, the numerical grade for 
a dual credit course is the same for both college and high 
school. 
However, dual credit courses do receive additional grade 
points, which affect a student’s high school GPA and 
class rank.  These grade points are described in the chart. 
 
For more specific information on how GPA is calculated in 
Wichita Falls ISD, you can… 

Grade 

Class of 2021 
(and beyond) 

Dual Credit 

Class of 2020 

Dual Credit 
Regular 
Course 

95-100 5.0 4.5 4.0 

90-94 4.5 4.0 3.5 

85-89 4.0 3.5 3.0 

80-84 3.5 3.0 2.5 

77-79 3.0 2.5 2.0 

75-76 2.5 2.0 1.5 

72-74 2.0 1.5 1.0 

70-71 1.5 1.25 1.0 

< 70 0 0 0 
 

 Search for policy code EIC at https://pol.tasb.org/Home/Index/1228, or 

 Visit https://www.wfisd.net/highschool. 

 
 

APPROVED COURSES 
As long as prerequisites are met, students in WFISD’s dual credit programs can take the following courses. 
College Course High School Course Semesters Availability 

Composition I & II English III 2 HS, VC, MSU 

British Literature I & II English IV 2 HS, VC, MSU 

College Algebra Independent Study in Mathematics (Sem 2) 1 (college), 2 (HS) HS, VC 

Biology I & II Environmental Systems 2 HS, VC, MSU 

Anatomy & Physiology I & II Anatomy & Physiology 2 HS, VC 

US History (to 1865/since 1865) Special Topics in Social Studies I & II 1 or 2 HS, VC, MSU 

Federal Government US Government 1 HS, VC, MSU 

Macroeconomics Economics 1 HS, VC, MSU 

Psychology Psychology 1 HS, VC 

Sociology Sociology 1 HS, VC 

Public Speaking Communication Applications 1 HS, VC 

Earth, Wind & Fire Earth and Space Science (Sem 2) 1 (college), 2 (HS) HS  

Elementary Spanish I & II Spanish III 2 MSU 

Elementary French I & II French III 2 MSU 

Elementary German I & II German III 2 MSU 

Music Appreciation Music Appreciation I 1 MSU 

Art Appreciation Art Appreciation I 1 MSU 

Computer Science I Computer Science I 1 MSU 

Availability: Most courses are offered on high school campuses (HS). Some can be taken at Vernon College (VC) or MSU Texas. 

 

Can students take other college courses (not on this list)? 

In some circumstances, students may want to take a college course other than those on this “approved” list.  If so, these 

courses would technically be called concurrent (not dual) because they would not correspond to any high school courses. 

For such concurrent classes, the colleges and universities will offer WFISD students reduced tuition rates, BUT… 

 Students will not receive tuition subsidies from the school district for concurrent classes, and 

 These concurrent courses would have to be scheduled outside of a student’s regular school day. 

  

https://pol.tasb.org/Home/Index/1228
https://www.wfisd.net/highschool
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COST 
Tuition, fees, scholarships, and financial aid are subject 
to change each year.  The information below applies only 
to the 2019-2020 school year. 
 
Tuition.  Costs for dual credit courses are determined by 
our partnering institutions, Vernon College and 
Midwestern State University. For WFISD students, the 
tuition for a typical one-semester, 3-hour college course 
would range between $250 and $285.  No other fees are 
added. 
 
Subsidies.  However, the Wichita Falls ISD subsidizes 
this tuition for our dual credit students, based on 
completion of all requirements.* 
 
Pay.  This means that students are expected to  
pay $125 per 3-hour course (each semester). 
 

Sample: Semester 1 Semester 2 

 English 1301 
US History 1301 

English 1302 
US History 1302 

 Cost: $125  2 = 
$250 (in August) 

Cost: $125  2 = 
$250 (in January) 

 
Payments are made to the college or university, not to 
Wichita Falls ISD. 
 
Some courses (such as those with labs) may cost more. 
For example, Vernon’s Biology courses earn 4 credit 
hours each semester, so students pay $168 per 
semester. 
 
Textbooks.  Students are responsible for the 
purchase/rental of their own college textbooks. The cost 
of textbooks for dual credit courses varies widely from 
course to course.  Used books are available for some 
courses…but not all. 

  
Other scholarships.  For students for whom payment is a 
financial burden, other scholarships may be available.  
Apply through the College & Career Advisor. 
 
*Limitations. WFISD will only subsidize tuition for up to 
three (3) dual credit courses per semester. 
 
*Exceptions. WFISD does NOT subsidize tuition for:  

 Courses taken during the summer.   

 Any college courses not listed in this document (above). 

 Any college course listed above that does not earn first 
credit for the corresponding HS course listed. 

 Students who do not meet the WFISD deadlines for 
applications, payments, and college readiness (TSI). 

 Students who have failed a dual credit course 
previously. 

 Students who have previously dropped a dual credit 
course after District deadlines. 

 
However, in these cases, our partnering institutions 
(Vernon College and MSU Texas) will honor the 
discounted tuition cost.  So, a 3-hour course will only cost 
the student between $250 and $285, even without District 
subsidies or scholarships. 
 
Withdrawals.  Students who withdraw from a course 
before the deadline may receive a percentage of their 
money back.  (See the college websites for a refund 
schedule.)  In this case, WFISD reserves the right to be 
refunded 100% of the tuition subsidy money before the 
student is reimbursed. 
 
Academic Review.  Any student who earns a D in a dual 
credit course must meet with the campus College & 
Career Advisor prior to being approved for any further dual 
credit courses and District tuition subsidies. 
 

 

ONLINE COURSES 
Typically, it’s best for students to take dual credit courses with a face-to-face instructor. If such a traditional course (face-

to-face) fits into a student’s schedule, then that’s the one they must take!  Sometimes, however, this doesn’t work out 

because of scheduling conflicts.  In this case (only when there is a scheduling conflict), online courses are an option, but 

require approval from the campus College & Career Advisor, or other school personnel.  Also, students will be scheduled 

into a period during the school day for completing online courses. 

 

CAREER COURSES 
In addition to the academic courses listed on page 2, students in specific programs can take advantage of other dual 

credit opportunities. 

High School Program High School Course College Course Institution  

Education & Training Education II (2nd semester) School & Society (EDUC 2301) MSU Texas 

Health Science EMT EMT/Clinical (EMSP 1501/1260) Vernon College 

Note: The EMT course may have additional fees that make it more expensive than traditional 3-hour college courses. 

Also: EMT students must be 18 years by March 1 to complete clinical during the second semester. 
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COURSE OPTIONS 
Students in Wichita Falls ISD have many different options for taking dual credit courses.  Specifically, courses may be 

available… 

 At District facilities (both at the home campus and at the Career Education Center),  

 On college campuses (both at Vernon College in Century City or at MSU Texas),  

and even…  

 Online. 

The flowchart below explains the decision-making process into the availability of each different option. 

 
For more information about taking  

courses on a college campus, see page 6.  



5 
 

 

WFISD EXPECTATIONS   

Students in dual credit courses must also follow the 
Wichita Falls ISD Student Code of Conduct and are 
subject to school discipline according to the Wichita Falls 
ISD Discipline Management Plan.  
 
Act right.  A student may be administratively withdrawn 
from the college course for inappropriate behavior or any 
behavior that interferes with the learning process. Like 
WFISD, our partnering colleges strictly adhere to 
regulations and procedures concerning behavior, 
attendance and academic dishonesty.   
For example, a student who commits an infraction that 
leads to a placement at an alternative education center 
(like Denver or JJAEP) will no longer be able to meet 
Vernon College attendance requirements and will be 
removed from the class. 
 
Read the syllabus.  Expectations for each dual credit 
course will be outlined in a course syllabus. The syllabus 
contains a schedule of what material will be covered, as 
well as other important information about: 
 assignments and due dates 
 grading procedures 
 attendance policies 
 conduct expectations  
Students must be mature enough to follow the syllabus, 
work independently and behave appropriately. It is the 
responsibility of the student to complete assignments 
without reminders.  
 
It’s college.  Students and parents should be aware that 
these are college courses, regardless of where the 
course is taught.  Even though the students are still in 
high school, they are expected to use higher level 
thinking skills and intellectual maturity to evaluate, 
analyze and synthesize challenging, complex, and 
sometimes controversial issues. If controversial issues 
are addressed in a class, they are discussed in 
conjunction with the course curriculum and are dealt with 
in a professional manner by the instructor. 
 
Parents can’t access grades.  As a student in college, 
rights and consent typically accorded to parents are 
transferred to students.  (See WFISD policy FL(LEGAL).)  
That means it is the responsibility of the student, not the 
parents, to keep up with grades. 
 
Get help.  Consequently, it is up to the student to 
communicate directly with the college instructor if he or 
she is experiencing academic difficulty.   
 
 

 Withdrawals.  Unfortunately, sometimes low grades or 
excessive absences can create the need for a student 
to withdraw from a dual credit course.  But there is a 
deadline!  Prior to the college’s last official date for 
withdrawal, a student must complete and submit an 
official college Withdrawal Form.  All course 
withdrawals must be directed through the College 
and Career Advisor. 
 
A student who withdraws will not receive college credit 
for the course (obviously). Here are some other things 
to consider: 
 
Your college transcript 

 Students who withdraw before the college’s 
deadline will receive a “W” on the transcript. 

 Students who are failing but do NOT withdraw will 
receive an “F” on their official college transcripts. 

 Students with excessive absences or other issues 
can be administratively withdrawn by the instructor, 
and will receive a “WF” (for Withdraw/ Failing) on 
the transcript. 

 
Also, BE AWARE: Students who fail a dual credit 
class will not be eligible for further financial 
assistance from WFISD for future dual credit 
classes.  

 
Your high school diploma 
Several dual credit classes—such as Government, 
Economics, and English—are required for high school 
graduation.  If students fail or withdraw from one of 
these courses, then they may not be eligible to get their 
diploma! 
After a withdrawal, students must meet with their 
College & Career Advisor to determine what alternatives 
are available to recover the high school credit for 
graduation. If possible, a student can transfer from dual 
credit to a regular class, and will receive grades of 70 
for previous six weeks grades during that semester. 
Otherwise, students in this situation may have to repeat 
that course in later semesters, in summer school, or in a 
credit recovery program. 
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COLLEGE POLICIES  COLLEGE CAMPUS 

Even though dual credit students are in high school, they 
still have to meet all the expectations and follow all the 
rules that apply to college students. 
 
Specifically, students should be advised of each school’s 
policies regarding attendance and academic integrity. 
 
ATTENDANCE.  Students are responsible for the 
completion of all work missed during an absence. The 
manner in which any make-up work is administered is left 
to the professional discretion of the individual faculty 
member. An instructor may request the withdrawal of a 
student from a class for excessive absences. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY.  Students have a responsibility to 
behave in accordance with ethical standards, which 
include rules against cheating and plagiarism.  Sanctions 
for academic dishonesty can include a grade of zero on 
an exam or assignment, and/or an “F” in a course. 
 
These policies are described in detail within each 
college’s general catalog, which can be found the 
school’s website. 
 

 Vernon College 
http://www.vernoncollege.edu/Publications-home 

 

 Midwestern State University 
http://catalog.msutexas.edu/ 

 

 In addition to the dual credit courses that students can 
take at their high school, some students may want the 
opportunity to take classes on the college campus. 
 
Benefits of attending courses on the college campus 
include a more realistic college experience. However, 
participation is strictly voluntary, and subject to the 
approval of each campus’s College & Career Advisor.  
Specifically, to participate, a student must be enrolling in 
college courses that can pair on alternating class days 
and that work in a student’s schedule. 
 

Time SAMPLE Morning Schedule 

8:00 - 9:20 Mon/Wed: English (Vernon College) 
Tue/Thu: History (Vernon College) 

10:18 - 3:05 Periods 4-8 (high school campus) 

…or… 

Time SAMPLE Afternoon Schedule 

7:45 - 10:14  Periods 1-3 (on high school 
campus, with an early lunch) 

11:00 - 
12:20 

Mon/Wed: English (Vernon College) 
Tue/Thu: History (Vernon College) 

12:36 - 3:05 Periods 6-8 (high school campus) 

 
BE ADVISED… 

 Students must provide their own transportation 
between the college and their high school campus. 

 Colleges do not recognize absences due to a high 
school’s extra-curricular activities.  Any attendance 
issues must be worked out with the college 
instructor in advance. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
  

 

Wichita Falls ISD 
www.wfisd.net 
(940) 235-1000 
Ward Roberts, Advanced Academics 
Shonna Norton, Counseling/Schedules 
Debby Dipprey, Secondary Curriculum 

  

 

Vernon College 
www.vernoncollege.edu 
(940) 696-8752, ext. 3303 
Melissa Moore, Coordinator 

  

 

Midwestern State University 
https://msutexas.edu  
(940) 397-4343 
Leah Hickman, Coordinator 

 

  
Hirschi High School 

235-1070, ext. 30025 
Linda Fain, Advisor 

Evelyn Jaramillo, Assistant 

 
  

Rider High School 
235-1077, ext. 31074 

Julie Johnson, Advisor 
LeAnn Scarbrough, Assistant 

  
  

Wichita Falls High School 
235-1084, ext. 32025 

Jessica Dixon, Advisor 
Tara Li, Assistant  

 

 

http://www.vernoncollege.edu/Publications-home
http://catalog.msutexas.edu/
http://www.wfisd.net/
http://www.vernoncollege.edu/
https://msutexas.edu/
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WFISD DUAL CREDIT 

 STUDENT/PARENT CHECKLIST 

 

As a parent of a student enrolling in dual credit courses, I know about… 

 

 The courses my student will be taking List the courses here: 

 
 
 

  

 Admission and testing requirements Check for TSI clearance: 

 Reading  Math 

 Writing  (if necessary) 

  

 The approximate cost and payment deadlines Anticipated costs: 

 Tuition 
Probably $125 per course,  
per semester 

$ ____________ 

 Books ??? 

 
Payment due date:                                    ____________ 
  

 Course location and scheduling Which do you prefer? 

 I would rather stay at high school facilities. 

 Home campus 
 Career Education Center (CEC) 

 

 I want to take courses on the college campus, 
and can provide transportation. 

 Vernon College 
 Midwestern State University 

 

 Grades and transcripts 
 

 

 Expectations for academics and attendance 
 

 

 

By signing below, we acknowledge the information provided about dual credit courses in Wichita Falls ISD. 
 

 
 

  

Student name (print) 
 

 Parent name (print) 

 
 

  

Student signature                                               Date 
 

 Parent signature                                                    Date 

   

Student contact information (phone or email)  Parent contact info (phone or email) 
 

Please return this form to the College & Career Advisor at your campus.  Forms must be returned before students can 

be enrolled in dual credit courses. 
 

Hirschi High School 
235-1070, ext. 30025 
Linda Fain, Advisor 

Rider High School 
235-1077, ext. 31074 
Julie Johnson, Advisor 

Wichita Falls High School 
235-1084, ext. 32025 
Jessica Dixon, Advisor 

 


